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Blowing Rock to Host Start of Fall Cycle North Carolina Bicycle Ride

BLOWING ROCK, NC (August 2009) – Blowing Rock has been chosen Host Town for the start of the 2009 Cycle North Carolina Fall Ride. More than 1000 cyclists from 40 states and three foreign countries will gather in Blowing Rock on Saturday, Sep. 26 to begin the weeklong, 475-mile, recreational trek along the state’s scenic back roads from the “mountains to the coast.”

"We’re excited to begin the ride in Blowing Rock.  It’s one of those towns that’s small, but offers a lot to visitors, with restaurants, local shops, area attractions…and best of all, that small town North Carolina charm.  In fact, that’s what attracted us to Blowing Rock initially, and after meeting with tourism officials, I knew this was going to be the place to start.  With everything within walking distance, our participants can easily explore what the town has to offer.  We've got a great leadership team made up of local officials and cyclists; that's exactly what it takes to make this event a success," said Ragan Williams, Cycle North Carolina Director.
Tracy Brown, Executive Director of the Blowing Rock TDA, was enthusiastic about the selection. “We’ll have 1000 cyclists overnighting here for the start, with half camping in one of two outdoor sites and half in local accommodations. With the addition of their dining and shopping expenditures, the economic impact will be in the $75,000-$100,000 range,” Brown said.

Camping venues in Blowing Rock include the Davant athletic field and Blowing Rock School. 

Other host cities along the route include Lenoir, Statesville, Thomasville, Sanford, Dunn, Kenansville and Surf City. For more information on Cycle North Carolina visit ncsports.org/nccyclemain.php.
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