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Blowing Rock Hospitality Warms Visitors During the Holidays

BLOWING ROCK, N.C. (November 2010) – Thanksgiving though New Years is a very special time in the Norman Rockwell-esque town of Blowing Rock, with the glow of holiday lights and the warmth of holiday hospitality counteracting the chill of the impending High Country winter. North Carolina’s Prettiest Small Town and its authentic, walkable and historic downtown streetscapes welcome visitors throughout the period for seasonal events and activities. Visitors opting for extended stays will find a wide variety of unique accommodations in close proximity.
Adding to its attractiveness, Blowing Rock is an easy drive from most metro areas in the Southeast: two hours from Charlotte and Greensboro, three hours from Knoxville, 3.5 hours from Raleigh and five hours from Atlanta and Charleston.

Complete and updated details on events and activities in and around Blowing Rock from Thanksgiving through New Years can be found at blowingrock.com. Visitors should keep in mind the following milestone events:

· Appalachian Ski Mountain opens for the season on November 19, and its New Year’s Eve Extravaganza includes fireworks, torchlight skiing and moonlight ice skating.
· Choose & Cut Christmas tree season runs from November 26 through December 24.

· Midnight Madness at the Tanger Outlet Center, midnight Friday, November 26

· Blowing Rock’s Christmas in the Park and Lighting of the Town celebration is on Friday, November 26. Highlights include a visit from Santa, hayrides through the town, free hot cider and hot chocolate, caroling in the Park, lighting of the town and bluegrass Christmas.

· The following day’s events include a Christmas parade and the Thanksgiving kiln opening at Traditions Pottery.

· Several area restaurants serve special Thanksgiving and Christmas meals; check blowingrock.com for details.

· Chetola Festival of Lights runs November 26 through January 30.

There are also special wine and chocolate tastings, musical events and extended shopping hours throughout the holiday period.  For more information and updates, go to blowingrock.com or call the Blowing Rock Visitor Center at 877.750.4636.
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