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Blowing Rock Retail Strategy Steering Committee Efforts Ongoing:
Downtown Improvements, Business Development, Tourism Enhancements Targeted
BLOWING ROCK N.C. (June 2011) – The Blowing Rock Retail Strategy Steering Committee continues to make progress in implementing the goals of the HyettPalma Downtown Retail Strategy Study, according to recently-elected Committee Chair Kent Tarbutton. With the active participation of the Town of Blowing Rock, Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Development Authority and others, the Committee has completed and continues to work on projects to improve the downtown and enhance the business and tourism environment of the town, while dealing with the anticipated effects of the widening of US Highway 321.
“We’re maintaining the momentum we’ve built over the past two years with the improvements and enhancements already accomplished and implemented. In addition, we’re dealing with the effects of the widening of Highway 321 as it reaches Blowing Rock and are excited about the approaching grand opening of BRAHM,” Tarbutton said.
The Steering Committee has been meeting on a bi-monthly basis, tackling issues related to public improvements, retail business and tourism.  In its three meetings since February, the Retail Strategy Steering Committee has been monitoring the ongoing streetscape improvements; movement of the Visitor Center and Chamber offices; construction signage and maintenance of locally-owned properties along Highway 321; installation of a wireless mesh array and policies for its use; reprogramming of the promotional website blowingrock.com and establishment of an associated mobile site; and planning for BRAHM’s Grand Opening, scheduled for October 1.
The next meeting of the Steering Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, August 24 at the Blowing Rock Fire/Rescue building.

For details of the HyettPalma Downtown Retail Strategy Study, visit

http://www.townofblowingrock.com/supdoc/hyettpalmareport.pdf. 
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