[image: image1.jpg]%l()wing Rock

N ORTH CAROTILINA




For immediate release

For information:     Tracy Brown, Executive Director

        Blowing Rock TDA

        828.295.4636 tbrown@visitblowingrock.com
WNC Shriners to Meet and Celebrate Again in Blowing Rock
BLOWING ROCK, NC (April 2010) – Over one thousand members of the Western North Carolina Oasis Shrine will gather in Blowing Rock over the weekend of  June 5-7 for the chapter’s second consecutive Summer Ceremonial in the High Country.  The Ceremonial, or convention, will be headquartered at Chetola Resort in Blowing Rock, and several public events are planned.
“Blowing Rock was a huge success last year, and the community is welcoming Oasis back with open arms again this year,” said WNC Oasis Shrine Potentate Wayne King. Blowing Rock is one of the most popular ceremonial sites ever for the Oasis Shrine, and the group is excited to plan for a second year with the community. 
On Friday, June 5, the Oasis Band will give a free concert for the public. They will perform in the gazebo in Memorial Park from 3-4pm. On Saturday, the highly anticipated Shriner’s Parade will march down Main Street at 2pm. With clowns, bands, go-carts and smiles, Shriner parades are famous for their exciting entertainment. Immediately following the parade, the Oasis Steel Drum Band will set up in Memorial Park and give another free concert. There will also be units from the parade on display including the Oasis Gator Patrol, Scooter Patrol, Dune Cats, and the Oasis Clowns. A traveling display for the Shriner’s Hospital for Children will be set up as well, so people can learn more about the charitable work and mission of the organization. 
Many of those attending the Ceremonial will be overnighting in Blowing Rock for one or two nights and bringing much-appreciated tourism dollars to the Town, according to Tracy Brown, Executive Director of the Blowing Rock TDA. “We’re happy to have the Shriners back in town and we look forward to the excitement and entertainment of their famous parade,” Brown said.

For more information on the Oasis Shriners, visit oasisshriners.org. Information on the Shriners Hospitals for Children can be found at shrinershq.org.
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