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2011 Blue Ridge Wine & Food Festival Adds Day, New Event

BLOWING ROCK N.C. (February 2011) – A full day will be added to this year’s Blue Ridge Wine & Food Festival, giving visitors additional opportunities to partake in Wine Festival events. Downtown activities and shopping, cooking classes, wine seminars and wine maker dinners are scheduled on Thursday as well as Friday, giving day-trippers more opportunities to experience the ambiance and attractions of Blowing Rock in spring.
On Saturday, during the semi-final rounds of Fire on the Rock at the Hayes Performing Arts Center, the North Carolina Department of Agriculture will conduct a “Dig into Local” educational event in the Center parking lot. Local farmers with roadside stands or “pick-your-own” farms will participate in the community food show and visitors will learn what’s available from them, as well as in local restaurants and stores. 
Now in its sixth year, the Blue Ridge Wine & Food Festival presented by AutoTrader.com offers events and activities for day-trippers and overnight visitors alike, with many great restaurants and nearby attractions adding to the festival’s appeal. 

Continuously updated details of festival events and activities, along with participating restaurants, galleries and accommodations can be found at blueridgewinefestival.com. All events are open to the public although some require fees; tickets can be purchased on line. Some Blowing Rock accommodations may be offering Wine & Food Festival packages; check the web site and book early.

Highlights of the 2011 Wine & Food Festival include:

Wednesday, April 13: Uncork The Festival celebration at Chetola Resort

Thursday, April 14: Downtown activities and shopping, cooking classes, wine seminars, wine maker dinners

Friday, April 15: Downtown activities and shopping, wine seminars, cooking classes, wine maker dinners, Meet & Greet with Festival VIPs, gallery stroll, late-night music and entertainment around town,  “Chuckleball,” the off-Broadway sports comedy and parody musical revue at the Hayes Performing Arts Center

Saturday, April 16: Downtown activities and shopping, Grand Wine Tasting, Fire on the Rock Chefs Challenge semi-finals and “Dig into Local” at the Hayes Center, late-night music and entertainment around town

Sunday, April 17: Fire on the Rock finals, champagne brunches
The Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce produces the Blue Ridge Wine & Food Festival, which is presented by AutoTrader.com. Event tickets are available on line. For updated information on events, activities and accommodation packages, visit blueridgewinefestival.com or contact the Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce at 877.295.7965. 
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