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Winterfest in Blowing Rock: Fire, Ice, Food and Family Fun
BLOWING ROCK, N.C. (December 2010) – Winterfest heats up Blowing Rock from January 27 through 30, combining the warmth and fun of seasonal activities with the scenic beauty and walkable winter ambiance of North Carolina’s Prettiest Small Town. Happenings are designed to satisfy day-trippers and overnight guests alike, with family activities a major focus of the 13th annual celebration.

Even before the official Thursday start of Winterfest, things heat up on Wednesday night January 26 at Crippen’s Country Inn, just off Main Street. Proprietor Jimmy Crippen will host a special Exhibition Challenge between the 2010 Fire on The Rock Chef’s Challenge winner Sam Beasley of the Gamekeeper and Rick Boyer of the Inn on Biltmore in Asheville, winner of the Asheville Wine & Food Festival Chefs Challenge. For details, visit crippens.com. 
Winterfest gets underway on Thursday with the first of four days of “Shop ‘til you drop” at downtown shops and at the Tanger Outlet Shoppes on the Parkway. That evening is WinterFeast, hosted by The Manor House Restaurant at Chetola Resort and a concert featuring channing and quinn at the Blowing Rock Elementary School Auditorium. 

Friday events include “Shop ‘til you drop,” hayrides, hot chocolate, a dusk bonfire with free marshmallows and s’mores, and a concert by the Kruger Brothers at the Hayes Performing Arts Center.

Saturday is packed with events, highlighted by the mid-morning Polar Plunge into icy Chetola Lake. There will also be a Chili Cook-off,  “Shop ‘til you drop,” a raffle and silent auction, children’s activities, hayrides and hot chocolate, ice carving, wine tasting and auction, bonfire and the Winterfest “Not so Newlywed Game.”

Winterfest wraps up on Sunday with a pancake breakfast followed by “Shop ‘til you drop,” a final hayride, ice carving and the “Winter Paws” pet show. 

Overnight accommodations in Blowing Rock are available with a bit of advance planning, including cabins, hotels, bed & breakfasts, resorts, condos and family inns. Many have put together vacation packages; visit blowingrock.com for details. For more information and listings of day-by-day Winterfest events or to purchase tickets on line, visit blowingrockwinterfest.com or call the Blowing Rock Visitor Center toll free at 877.750.4636. 
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Attached: Photos, Polar Plunge (Todd Bush photo), Marshmallow Kid

DAY ONE: Thursday, January 27 {Opening Day}

