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Honored in the Best of the Blue Ridge, 2008

By the Readers of Blue Ridge Country Magazine

Blowing Rock, NC – Every five years, Blue Ridge Country magazine readers vote on their favorite places to eat, overnight, hike, camp, wildlife watch and more. This year, Blowing Rock won five awards, in the following categories:

· Best Little Town, Platinum

· Best Antique Shopping, Platinum

· Best Outlet Shopping, Platinum, Tanger Outlets

· Best Mountain Town, Gold

· Best Arts Town, Gold

· Best Main Street, Silver

The award winners are featured in the July/August issue of Blue Ridge Country, which celebrates the magazine’s 20th anniversary. Reader votes were submitted through mailed paper ballots and the magazine’s website.

Blowing Rock has captured the hearts of many, and has been chosen as a favorite mountain destination by readers of Our State and Southern Living magazines in the past. With so much to offer, it is no wonder. Blowing Rock hosts a variety of events throughout every season, including the Art in the Park shows, Concerts in the Park, Holiday Festivals, Winterfest, and the Blue Ridge Food & Wine Festival. As the only full-service town directly on the Blue Ridge Parkway, Blowing Rock boasts a wonderful location as well, bordered by national and state parks, with wonderful views and fantastic opportunities for outdoor adventure. This location also lends itself to ideal weather; cool temperatures in the summer, beautiful autumn foliage, and winters that can support great local skiing.
Blue Ridge Country, produced by Leisure Publishing Company in Roanoke, VA., is a bimonthly magazine with a readership of 425,000. It covers the mountains of nine states from Maryland to Alabama. Established in 1988, the publication has won state, regional, national, and international awards for writing, design, and editing.

For more information contact: Tracy Brown, director, Blowing Rock Tourism Development Authority, 828.295.4636, tbrown@visitblowingrock.com and Cara Ellen Modisett, Editor, Blue Ridge Country magazine, 540.989.6138, cmodisett@leisurepublishing.com.
Photos available upon request.
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